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PSYCHOLOGY HAS LARGEST
GRAD PROGRAM AT UM
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When the Department of Psychology at the University of Montana began offering a doctor
of psychology degree in 1963, 24 students were accepted to pursue the degree. Now just three
years later 54 are involved in research and studies for a doctorate in a professional field that has five openings for each trained Ph.D.

•

Training and counseling these students is the noted staff of the psychology depart
ment, 13 Ph.Ds.

Since 1960, the faculty has increased by six.

Before 1964, the psychology department, which is now located in the former law build
ing, had its teaching facilities in Jumbo Hall, an old wooden barracks which was put to the
torch in 1962.
-

Although the department offers a masters degree, only students which indicate a desire
to go for their Ph.Ds are invited to apply for admission to the graduate program according to
Dr. Harold Babb, chairman of the department.
More graduate students are enrolled in psychology than in any other graduate program
at the University.

Education is second with 44 students.

The UM psychology graduate program is the only one offering a Ph.D. in a four-state
area including Idaho, Wyoming, North Dakota and Montana.
Montana is in desperate need of doctoral trained psychologists, according to Babb.
Only two non-teaching Ph.Ds are now practicing in Montana, one at the Helena Mental Hygiene
Clinic and the other at the Missoula Health Center.

Babb said he has received queries from

state institution personnel but the only student who has successfully completed the require
ments for a Ph.D now is doing brain research work in California.
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Two students in the graduate program, Nancy and Ed Shubat, formerly of Great Falls and
now in pursuit of

their doctorates after completing masters requirements at Trinity University.

San Antonio, Texas, are adamant about practicing in Montana after completing their Ph.D.
requirements.
"We both want to work anywhere in Montana," Nancy said, "So many of our friends in
high school were planning to leave Montana it disturbed us.

We decided to study psychology

while going to high school and to practice in Montana after completing college studies.
It is still our dream," she concluded.
A doctor of psychology differs from a psychiatrist in his concentration of subject
matter.
ties.

A psychiatrist is a medical doctor with a specialty in mental and personal difficul
A psychologist has more course and laboratory work in an individual's response to

stimulation of his surroundings and thought processes, but he has less science courses in
his program.

Both doctorates may take approximately the same period of time to complete,

according to Babb.
Psycholgists are trained to work closely with psychiatrists and visa versa, Babb
said.

The University is offering excellent training in the rapidly expanding field

of psychology-helping Montana provide excellent health facilities for its citizens.
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